
Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ȣÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓÎÅÓÓ and 
ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙȣ is monumental.ȱ 

Over the past five years, the public and private sectors have 
made remarkable progress in reducing chronic 
ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓÎÅÓÓȢ "Ù ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȰÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙȱ ÏÆ 

combining permanent housing and a pipeline of support 
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÃÈÒÏÎÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÌÌȟ ÌÏÎÇ-

term homeless individuals by one-third in the last five 
years.  ~ HUD



History

ΫγβΪȭÓ - The United States is a signatory to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Article 25(1) of this document states: "Everyone has 

the right to ... food, clothing, housing and medical care and 
necessary social services." [emphasis mine]. [1] The explicit nature of 
the nation's societal contract to meet the housing needs of its citizens is 
spelled out in the Housing Act of 1949, which stipulates the "realization 

as soon as feasible of the goal of a decent home ... for every American 
family." [2] In 1968, The Fair Housing Act made discrimination on the 

basis of race in the housing market illegal. 

1Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted and proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly on 
December 10, 1948. Available at http://www.un.org. Accessed 6/16/04.

2Freeman L. America's affordable housing crisis: A contract unfulfilled. Am J Publ Hlth . 2002;92:709-712.



History
Regrettably, neither the Universal Declaration nor these landmark laws have 
solved the problem of homelessness, nor of substandard housing and racial 

profiling by sellers and realtors.[3]

In the United States, de-institutionalization of the mentally ill --
unaccompanied by promised outpatient psychiatric and social services --
led to a large increase in the homeless, mentally ill population in the late 
1970s. The number of homeless grew in the 1980s, as housing and social 
service cuts increased. This was in part a consequence of the transfer of 
federal dollars to a huge military buildup (including the spectacularly 

wasteful and unsuccessful "Star Wars" strategic missile defense initiative) 
and consequent large budget deficits. Fortunately, public compassion 

soared, and in 1986, 5 million Americans joined hands across the country to 
raise money for homeless programs (May 25, 1986 Hands Across America). 
In 1987, the McKinney Act authorized millions of dollars for housing and 

hunger relief.

3Pintcoff W. No place to call home: America's housing crisis. Dollars and Sense 2000:24-25, 45-47



Michigan

Michigan is ranked 5th in the United States and 1st in 
the Midwest for number of homeless residents. 

California is ranked 1st in the nation. (Source: U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Annual Homeless Assessment, 2008)

* Unless otherwise noted above, all material cited is attributable to the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) 
collaborative sponsored by Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) and the Michigan Coalition 

Against Homelessness (MCAH)



Related Expenses

Because they usually lack health insurance, homeless persons tend 
not to get adequate preventive care and appropriate routine 
management of such chronic illnesses as hypertension, heart disease, 
diabetes, and emphysema. They tend to visit emergency rooms for 
acute illnesses.[11]

When hospitalized, the average length of stay of a homeless 
individual, in 1 study,[13]was 4.1 days, or 36% longer than that of low-
income, non-homeless individuals, even after adjustment for 
differences in the rates of substance abuse and mental illness 
and other clinical and demographic characteristics. The cost of 
the additional hospital days per discharge ranged from $2414 to $4094 
(1992-1993 dollars).


